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Edmonton Conference 

on sustainable cities. 


ceheeeeseseeess 6 Oe 
SEE EDITORIAL ON PAGE 5 


= O — Se Ss CO CO 


» € 
fel & 


“ma z — 


WENDY & | 
DOUGLAS GLADUE, 
SOME KIDS IN 
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>> YOUR VENDOR PAYS UP TO 50€ PER COPY OF SPARE CHANGE * PLEASE BUY FROM BADGED VENDORS 


Support Spare Change advertisers 


THANK YOU for helping our vendors help themselves. 
Our advertisers help make this project possible. 
Please consider them in your business decision dealings. 


\ew Syndrome hard on crotches 


Evans, 29, arrived at work wearing “an unbeliev- 
ably tight pair of strides that went right up his 
bum”. Undeterred he gamely went out on his 
round, but started to feel queasy after just a few 
minutes. "They were rubbing my groin," he 
explained. “It was like sitting in a vice." Eventually 


BURNS 
HEALTH CARE & WELLNESS 
CONSULTING INC. 


“ 


We live in an age of syndromes. Toxic Shock 
Syndrome, Sick Building Syndrome, Aversion to 
Anything that Looks Remotely like Snot Syndrome 
- hardly a day passes without some terrible new 
affliction rearing its ugly head. Of late, however, a 
particularly cruel disorder has arrived to torment 


Box 47 Site 210 RR 2 St. Albert, 


Phone (403) 973-6741 
Alberta, Canada T8N 1M9 


Fax (403) 973-6741 


Canadian Bible Society 
North Alberta District 
8440 - 109 Street 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T6G 1E2 


REV. ROBERT E. VOELKER 
District Secretary 


us - Tight Pants Syndrome. Nine out of ten men, it 
seems, wear excessively tight trousers, resulting in 

chronic intestinal problems. One sufferer was port- 
ly postman Graham Evans, of Wales, who recently 
crashed his van because his uniform trousers were 

so tight they made him faint. Apparently Mr 


he passed out, crashing into two cars and causing 
thousands of dollars worth of damage. Magistrates SPARE 
fined him for careless driving but Mr Evans main- 


CHANG 

tained his trousers were at fault. "It was like a huge i 

hand squeezing my privates,” he later insisted. + JuLy 
1995 


TEL: (403) 439-7729 
439-PRAY 
FAX: (403) 439-1676 


German women’s passion breaks bodies 
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BUSINESS ONLINE INC. 


John K. MacDonald 
MARKETING 


Multinode MS-DOS BBS, 8 - N - 1 Voice: (403) 448-7272 
(403) 990-0251 Fax: (403) 424-7070 
Internet: john.macdonald Q boinc.supernet.ab.ca 


407 Liberty Building, 10506 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA T5J 2W9 


Slippers Starting at $35.00! 
Located at Strathcona Farmer's Market 


* Custom clothing * light repairs * western apparel 
* fur hats * sheepskin slippers & mitts * chaps 


Randy and Miriam James 
Site 9, Box 10, R.R. 42 Tofield, Alberta TOB 4JO 
(403) 662-4980 


6108 - 28 Avenue 
Edmonton * Alberta 


Services 
Custom Lamination of All Printed Media 
1.5 mi. 3 ml. 5 ml. 10 mi. Film 
FOAM CORE * 40" X 60" * PLAQUE MOUNTING 
No Minimum Charge 


*Menus *Membership 
*Report Covers Cards 
*Flip Charts * Signage Oversize Maps 


pum. Is Our Business / Our Only Business 
Fax 462-0530 
201 - $7307 61 AVENUE 


* Children's Art *Maps - Experts in Dissection 


Lamination & Reconstruction of 


cai 469-7890 


16 oz. soft drink with every sub 


MR.SUB 


Edmonton Centre food court only 
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Sex in Germany has never been so dangerous. 
Witness Gunther Antrobus, 54, of Berlin, who 
recently suffered a punctured eardrum because his 
secretary screamed so loudly during an illicit love- 
making session. "One minute she was crying "Take 
me, honey god!" and the next I was stone cold 
deaf," complained Mr Antrobus, who received 
$800 compensation from his insurance company. 
In Dusseldorf, meanwhile, a 43-year-old housewife 
reached such a peak of passion that she bit off her 


VITIUM T eec E 
Not all crimin — ire stup SOT Ttaln 
are, such as Wayne Black, 29 of Lincoln, England 


whose attempts to persuade police he wasn't 
Wayne Black were foiled by the fact that he had 
“I'm Wayne Black" tattooed on his forehead. 
Marcel Chobelle, on the other hand, proved him- 
self a positive beacon of cultural enlightenment 
when he quoted poetry to calm customers during 
a recent bank raid. Several people had become hys- 
terical when Mr Chobelle, 36, armed with a shot- 


It’s been a bad wee 


It's been a week of mixed fortunes for orchids. In 
Thailand, General Wimol Wongwanich 
announced that, in order to protect his country's 
rapidly dwindling stock of wild orchids, anyone 
found picking the gorgeous blooms would be 
liable to a large fine. ^Orchids are beautiful, but 
many people eat wicked things," he announced 
cryptically. In New Zealand, meanwhile, 
botanists Lionel Pucker and Tim Batty finally 
located a rare species of orchid for which they 
had been searching for 15 years. Following a tip- 
off from a fellow botanist, Pucker and Batty had 
launched a $50,000 expedition to New Zealand's 


husband's nose. Mr and Mrs Birpitz were dressed 
as stormtroopers when the accident happened. 
"We were doing what lovers do," explained Mr 
Birpitz. “When she started sucking on my nose I 
said ‘Please don't do that, Nathalie, it's unhy- 
genic', but she just moaned louder and louder and 
then bit it off." Mr Birpitz was rushed to hospital 
where his nose was successfully sewn back on. 
"We've told neighbours I had a gardening acci- 
dent,” he said later. + 


VL all are na some are cultured 


gun all ( 1 Pilar Mask, 
nto the Paris bank cand told everyone to “shut up 
or die”. Despite his threats, the hysteria continued, 
until eventually he laid aside his weapon and 
began quoting poetry in a voice described by one 
witness as “rich and resonant”. He then sang a 
medieval madrigal before picking up his gun and 
saying politely, “Now hand over the damn 
money”. He was arrested three days later and 
charged after witnesses identified his voice. 4» 


or orchids — — 


South Island. “Our aim was not just to locate the 
orchid," they explained, "but to preserve it for 
posterity." Six weeks of searching, however, 
failed to reveal any sign of the elusive plant, and 
eventually they decided to strike camp and call it 
a day. "We were lifting up our groundsheet when 
we saw what looked like a squashed pair of lips," 
said Batty. ^I thought ` bolloc ks, it’s the orchid!’ 
then we both started crying.” The plant was, 
apparently, on Pucker's side of the tent and 
"didn't stand a chance, 'cos he's fat and rolls 
around in his sleep.” 4 


JUTS 


Call us for all your catering needs. 


Unit 15F, Edmonton Centre 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2Y7 
Bus: (403) 426-6986 


Office Parties - Business Luncheons - Seminars 


Moe Elsafadi 


Manager 


Above articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England's street-sold magazine. 


MR.SUB 


MR. SUBMARINE LIMITED 


Thank you 
advertiser 


HARO JANITORIAL 
ENTERPRISES 
3520-113 Street, 

Edmonton, AB. 
Phone 436-1740 


July is Stampede time in Calgary and if you 


bought Spare Change close to the 


Stampede Grounds in Calgary it’s likely 
| you already recognize Warren Kaminski, 
who sells it on 7th Avenue beside the old 
City Hall and the LRT station. That's across 


arren could hardly wait for Stampede. He began selling papers 

this time last year and he was very encouraged by people’s 

generosity then. It was a big step up for him to earn some 
money. Before that he survived with help from The Back Door and had 
tried panhandling once or twice. 


“I want to get a roof over my head and get myself together,” he says 
now. The Drop-In Centre, where Warren sleeps most nights, fills up fast. 
By 10:30 pm there may be no more space. If he’s late Watren knows a 
few quiet places in parks for a night’s shelter, Connection Housing hands 
out phone numbers for cheap accommodation, and he’s looking into 
that too. 


“The Drop-In Centre gets on my nerves,” says Warren. “There’s no 
privacy, you sleep in an area with more than 120 people. Wake up is at 
6 am. You have to get out of the mattress area then so they can put up 
tables and serve breakfast. The hot water goes fast, so I prefer the showers 
at CUPS (Calgary Urban Project Society). 

Warren's only 21 years old. He grew up in Grande Prairie with two 
brothers and a sister. That was until he reached age 11. “Then we all got 


split up,” he says. He was in foster and group homes until he reached 18. 
"I was back and forth between Calgary and Edmonton homes. I did a lot 
of hitchhiking out of Calgary and Edmonton, running away." He did 
manage a grade 11 education. His father died a few years ago and he 
remembers vaguely that his brother and sister were adopted by an aunt 
in Hay River. He hitchhiked about and it was in Vancouver, when he was 
18, that Warren first heard about Spare Change. 


" Most of my time is spent selling the paper," he says. He works a 
downtown location as well. But he doesn't work weekends. I deserve 
days off, too," he says. Warren likes to play Dungeons and Dragons at 
the Sentry Box or hang out at the library. “Most Calgarians are nice. I 
enjoy them," he says. "I see lots of cute babies because the ABC Daycare 
is a block away." One special customer gave him $20 as a Christmas pre- 
sent, he remembers. And, "this person who barely knows me, went by 
and said: "How's it going, sweetie?’ I thought it was kind of cute.” He has 
even dropped off a free paper to the Mayor's office occasionally. 

“Td like to thank two people,” Warren says. “The hot dog vendor who 
works kitty corner from me, for his patience with me selling there too. 
He's selling something but he hasn't shooed me away. And Ed Greanya. 
If it wasn't for him, Spare Change wouldn't be around!" 


So, stampede over and buy a newspaper from every vendor! Spread 
that western neighbourliness and generosity around! Yahoo! 4» 


The people who bring 
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to you on the street, the vendors. 


For our vendors Spare Change 
Is a job that helps them to be 
independent and self-employed. 
Each issue we highlight one of our 
vendors in Vendor Profile to let you 
know a little bit about the people 
who bring you Spare Change. + 


CODE 
* | will be sober at all times while working 

* | will be polite to all members of the public 

* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


E Authorized 
Vendor 


m LA 


All Spare Change vendors are required to wear an ID badge (contents above) and abide by a code of conduct. 
If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 5). 


Support Spare Change advertisers 


These businesses are supporting Spare Change by placing their 
notices in this newspaper. 


"I'D LOVE 
TO CLEAN YOUR HOME" 


CHERYL SCHUMACHER 
407, 8715 - 104 ST. 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T6E 4G7 


CHERYL THE HOUSECLEANER 


(403) 439-7826 


Philp §; Company 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


An Association of Independent Law Practices 


JIM D. BRAIDEN 


B.A, LLB 


10374 - 172 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA, T5S 1G9 
TELEPHONE (403) 484-8708 FAX (403) 484-8894 RES (403) 432-0551 


€x» 


KAMENA Gallery & Frames 
Ltd. 


WV 


Originals,Prints and Picture Framing by Willie Wong 


7510 - 82 Avenue 


Edmonton, AB Ph: (403) 944-9497 


EM" 11922 - 121A Street 
B Edmonton, Alberta T5L 0A2 
Telephone: 452-6440 


Nigro, McPike 


Barristers and Solicitors and Notaries Public 


R. Brett Nigro, &A,LLB 


282 Kaska Road 
Sherwood Park, Alberta 
T8A 4C7 


Telephone (403) 467-9559 
(403) 464-4666 
Fax (403) 467-0720 


Pendragon 
Art Agents Ltd. 


WAYLAND CLEVELAND 


P.O. BOX 685 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
TSJ 2K8 


PHONE: (403) 431-1665 
FAX: (403) 439-8110 


Alternative Music 
Wed. & Sun. Evenings 


Great Food 
The Comfortable 
Pub 


MicKeY FinNS 
taphouse 


Old Sein Pieces s "Newest" Pub 


10511a 82nd Ave., Edmonton, Alta. T6E 2A3 


To sparecho.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Dear Spare Change: 
I have been purchasing your 
paper from street vendors for 
some time now and I have 
noted a dramatic improvement 
in your publication's quality. At 
first you appeared to be a news- 
paper with absolutely nothing 
to say except for how good of a 
job you were doing. Today (I'm 
looking at the May issue) you 
actually have some decent arti- 
cles. This is not meant to be a 
criticism so much as a congratu- 
lation for having gotten past 
your "nothing to say" period. 

Times are hard and they are 
getting harder. Your newspaper 
should focus on offering a bit 
of comic relief from the mun- 
dane and the sad, as well as 
offering intelligent insights 
into what is going on in the 
world around us - you are start- 
ing to do that! Your paper's 
concept is good and the way 
you sell it is equally good. 

I'll just say briefly why I have 
taken a liking to your paper. I 
was once panhandled by a 
Native gentleman who was 
quite inebriated at the time. 
Months later, I was approached 
by him again, this time as a 
Spare Change vendor. He 


concern im | have is that I no 
longer see him around - do you 
have a high turnover rate 
among your vendors? 

I'm glad, however, that he 
had a chance to prove to him- 
self that he is a capable person. 
I hope that you have a system 
in place that continues to help 
these people discover their 


CALGARY 


Calgary Urban Project Society 

* Volunteers needed to work with 
Calgary's street population. 
Opportunities available for 
front line service delivery and 
nurses. Call 221-8789. 

* Donations of work boots, run- 
ning shoes, jeans, sweat pants 
and men's socks and underwear 
are needed. Call 221-8790 

Spare Change Calgary 

* Looking for writers who are 
willing to help in the develop- 


potential and not get angry 
with them if they aren't all of 
the time. 
Keep up the good work! Keep 
tting better! + 
Cheers, 
CHARLES GAL 


EDMONTON 
via the Internet 


A heartless man 
running Alberta 


I have one copy of your newspa- 
per. I am someone that has very 
little spare change when it 
comes to being down town in 
Calgary. However, one fellow 
gave me one anyway, even 
though I felt bad about not even 
having a dime on me. Maybe I 
will have a $2 bill on me next 
time I meet him. 


I have questions. I have no 
idea if I will get answers but I 
am finding it very sad that Klein 
is the way he is. I guess there 
must be still more “rich” people 
in this province who DO NOT 
care about 


beyond their reach? Never have 
| ever seen such a heartless man. 
Who are being asked when it 
comes to flaunting Klein's popu- 
larity? I have never been asked 
and I would say that not one 
homeless person has ever been 
asked by these peoples taking 
polls. Will the truth of the "life 
blood" that is flowing from the 
down and outs ever be told? 
Certain changes may have been 
necessary but since it took years 
to put our province in the state 
it is in why do some things on 
the backs of those who were 
already hurting in just 3 or so 
years? It is NOT the people on 
the services systems that 
put the province in debt in the 
first place. 

hank you for your time. 4* 


B. SCHMIDT 
CALGARY 


Cover switch 
a bad idea 


I have overheard a few com- 
plaints about the new cover on 


folks like your- 
selves who 


thing that is 
happening 
behind the 
scenes that 
could put this 
man, Klein, out? Is there ever 
going to be a backlash or will 
the homeless have NO vote or 
the poverty-stricken not even be 
given a chance to vote because 
the polling stations will be 


Lu fi rl 


ment of material for the 
newspaper. Call Ed Greanya 
at 221-8790. 


EDMONTON 


Deaf-Blind Awareness Week 

* June 25 to July 1, 1995. 
"Independence Through 
Intervention" For more infor- 
mation, or volunteer opportu- 
nities, phone Erin at the CNIB 
488-4871. 

* Spare Change includes this 
free notice section for good 
causes, SEND YOUR NOTICES, 


TERRINA 


TERRINA INTERIORS LTD 


* window coverings * wallpaper * reupholstery 


Featuring the full line of quality Hunter Douglas 


window coverings at special prices with this ad 


For free in home consultation call 452-1561 


; the second May 
issue. Many loyal 


(because of the new 
cover) that it was 
~ might want to re- 

think that decision in case you 
run out of copies in the future. 

Personally, I miss the recipes. 
Keep up the good work! 4 
MARY BELL 
EDMONTON 


30 words or less, to our Calgary 


or Edmonton offices by the 
10th of the month. Space is 
limited, some notices may not 
be published. 

The Bissell Centre 

* Bissell Child Care needs large 
diapers, small spoons and 
forks, construction paper, nat- 
ural fruit juices. If you can 
help, please call 429-4126. 

Narcotics Anonymous 

* Drugs! Have you tried to stop, 
but can't? Narcotics 
Anonymous is a group of 
recovering addicts who can 
help. Call 421-4429 (24 hours) 
for more information. 

Union Theatre, Die-Nasty 

* Thanks to lan Ferguson of 
Union Theatre, for giving 
Spare Change vendors passes 
to the weekly, improvised soap 
opera, 8 pm at the Chinook 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave. 4 
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VISION of gentle community 


hat can a bunch of eco-activists say to peo- 

ple who are more concerned about next 

week's groceries than anything else? Some 
activists have wider concerns than saving whales, it 
seems. They have hopeful visions that can mean a lot 
to poorer people in the city. That's how it turned out 
at the Striking a Balance community conference for a 
sustainable Edmonton, held in June. 


“The street is the world’s oldest stage,” Australian 
David Engwicht told the packed conference hall. 
Engwicht is an anti-traffic activist whose goal is to 
redesign cities so they work better as social communi- 
ties where people can actually connect on their stage. 

Engwicht's themes were popular with other 
activists too. They talked about building cities for peo- 
ple, not just for driving and parking cars as commuter 
economic units. There's a huge lack of human contact 
when most of the population drives around in isolat- 
ing steel boxes. Street people and car people rarely 
meet up. 


Guy Dauncey from Vancouver Island talked about 
Bamford, an eco-community being built now on the 
Island. He said they are trying new things like co- 
housing communities, where people share yards and 
some part of living space, an antidote to the “locked 
door" syndrome. Kneeling down beside an overhead 
projector as he spoke, Dauncey showed graphs of 
resources and pollution over the next 50 to 100 years. 
Present trends show a crisis when renewable resources 
run out and pollution clogs, in the next 30 years. 


A more hopeful future, changing to sustainable eco- 
nomics, shows a graph where things level out and are 
livable in 30 to 50 years. "There are limits to natural 
resources, but there are no limits to human intelli- 
gence," Dauncey says. "We can build communities for 
people, ones they want to live in. We're only begin- 
ning to realize how precious this is." 

The conference was packed with hopeful visions 
of how to make things better. They talked about 
whole communities, sustainable communities and 
self-sufficient communities. Communities are 
places where the neighbours are taken into account, 
and if some people need a livelihood, a space can be 
made for them where they can participate and con- 
tribute proudly. 


This newspaper is about these things too, creating 
local employment and connecting people in different 
communities. 


Most of the news we hear today is about cuts and 
lack of money and how things are getting worse, and 
poor people are 
getting poorer, and 
the world is getting 
dirtier. It's a happy 
contrast to hear 
people like 
Engwicht talking 
about how we can 
start liking our 


cities as places to 


build our civiliza- 
tion. These people 
have a big vision, 
one that tackles 
pollution, comes to 
grips with jobs and 
employment, and 
actually paints a 
picture of better 
ways to live together. Our cities don't have to be just 
an ugly necessity. How refreshing to talk about ways 
to live in harmony with the environment and more 
in harmony with each other. 


ILLUSTRATION * DANIEL WALKER 


Even more special is to hear about these things 
from visionary people who don't just talk about 
these things. The goal of the conference, and effec- 
tively achieved too, is to gather together people to 
make things happen and work together toward a 
brighter future. + 


Helping People Help Themselves 


View from the street 


p to sell newspapers, see, but, like I don't want 
to scare anyone, you know. 


So I just stand there, like a cigar-store Indian. Still. 
Quiet. 

I hold up Spare Change. The sun glints in my eye, 
but I don't shrug. The paper's there, up by my shoulder. 
Sometimes it hurts after awhile. But I hold it up. My arm 
hurts me but I ain't hurtin' no one. 


I watch. 


People see me standing here. I'm still as a statue, but 
they know I'm here. 
rhe kid on the skateboard skids up. Looks as though 


DE J O Seu H ` ni 


kid. He's come closer to me than anyone else all day. 


Two women, off on coffee, they're going by, maybe 
looking in the window at the dress store down the block. 
Not the readin’ types, they talk like I’m not here at all, so 
I just listen. 

“And then he said like, that he didn’t want to get 
involved, can you imagine?” 

I could imagine alright. I nearly said it, you know, like 
he didn't propose already, what's wrong with him? The 
ladies woulda been horrified. They didn’t buy the paper. 


l'his guy, he’s got no money. He oughta be sellin’ like 
me. But he thinks he’s a somebody, alright, walkin proud 
as anything down the block. He knows I’m here, he 
swings out wide toward the curb around me, just kinda 
quiet you can see the loop as he walks around, lookin, 
up in the air, at the traffic. Getta job, guy, you need one. 

Alright, here comes a sale, I can just tell. Something 
about these guys, they look like students, but they’re 
not, you know, they've got money. Still got the back- 
packs, but they've got jobs and they're not wastin all 
their money on beer either. Still, steady now, here 
comes a sale. 


THANKS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS THIS MONTH: 


Deanna Douglas, our movie reviewer in Edmonton « Linda Dumont, our regular writer and cartoonist in Edmonton 


Oops they didn't even see me, should I have moved? 
Called out, . . . the laaatest issssssshhhooo. 
e Dave Jones, cartoonist in Edmonton e Claudette Languedoc, writing out of Calgary e Candy Watson writing out of Calgary 
e Cal Kennedy, Edmonton photographer e Marjorie Bencz who writes our Food For Thought column + and Susan Andrews of 
Vancouver for the Crossword. Also this month, thanks to Robert Hempel Jr. for his story and photos on the Lubicon people. 4 


Wouldn't a worked anyway. 


Just stand still, look here's some suits, maybe they'll 
stop for a laugh, you know, if I just wait . . . 4 
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Helping People Help Themselves 


Publishers: The Bissell Centre, Spare Change is published to provide a voice and Opinions expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily written submissions, particularly those on IBM or Mac 

Calgary Urban Project Society, Edmonton employment for people who have no spare change. those of Spare Change, the editors or publishers. compatible computer disk, cartoons, photographs or 

I: Centre E ER. Spare Change gratefully acknowledges the inspiration S ge welcomes your contribution artwork. Spare Change cannot accept responsibility 
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uring spring break I was offered 

the opportunity to see, inter- 

view and live with the Lubicon 
Cree in the northern Alberta communi- 
ty of Little Buffalo. The struggle of the 
Lubicon Cree for their own reserve and 
their rights still goes on. 


I wasn’t at Little Buffalo very long but it had a tremendous 
impact on me. I was honoured to participate in the sacred sweat. 
There I felt the spirituality that has enabled these people to sur- 
vive, despite all odds. 


When we first drove to the area I couldn’t believe that the 
houses and mobile homes scattered through the drifted white 
fields and bush were part of any settlement. But this was Little 
Buffalo. There are too few homes, each crowded with family 
members. None of the houses are equipped with running water 
either. Every home comes with its own privy which made for an 
arduous journey during -40 C weather. Heat comes from the cen- 
tral wood stove which must be supplied with wood throughout 
frigid winter nights. For fear of freezing to death I found myself, 
at 3:00 a.m., stuffing wood onto the dying embers of the stove. 


Up until 1981 a viable traditional Lubicon economy had been 
based primarily upon hunting and trapping. This produced an 
unemployment rate under the national average. Things are dif- 
ferent now. I saw first-hand the result of the Alberta 
Government's multi-billion dollar resource development pro- 
gram, extensive oil drilling and now clear-cutting. It is a program 
which, according to the World Council of Churches, included a 
“conscious and deliberate provincial and oil company campaign 
to undermine and subvert the band’s traditional economy (and) 
... legal rights". 


Between 1979 and 1984, over 400 oil wells were drilled within 
a 15 mile radius of Little Buffalo. These came-along with the 
access roads, signs indicating private property, gates and guards. 
The World Council of Churches noted that numerous hunting 
trails and traplines were bulldozed or partitioned off as private 
property. Moose were chased out of the area by oilworkers firing 
guns into the air while trapped game was looted or torn apart by 
workers’ dogs. Acres of forest were ravaged by fires. Fires which 
the World Council of Churches stated had been “deliberately 
allowed . . . to rage unchecked”. 


The Lubicon economy was destroyed. Unemployment soared 
to 9096. Chief Ominayak asked “If Edmonton was 90% unem- 
ployed could you imagine the kind of horrors that would sur- 
round that?" Alcoholism, drug abuse, family breakdown, vio- 
lence and death followed. One 18-month period saw 21 preg- 
nancies result in 19 still-born children. Teenagers died from 
drinking copier fluid while others were burned beyond recogni- 
tion in an alcohol-related accident. The courts consider Lubicon 
claims of societal breakdown as "hyperbolic" while holding to 


the belief that-damages can be re 
sation from a favourable judgemer 

On August 26,1987, provinci 
firmed that 107 people, a third o 
from tuberculosis. Provincial offici 
have been caused by crowding, pi 
and diet. 

It occurred to me, as I gazed at. 
marked by a nondescript wooden 
had come at a terrible cost. It is t 
felt by the entire community. Ch 
Lubicon Nation told me, “When 
ing anybody can do. That's where i 


In 1990, after lengthy invest 
released a document which stated 
ment and industry constitute 
"Everyone has the right to freely pi 
the community, to enjoy the ar 
advancement and its benefits.” Cai 
tion of the Universal Declaration 
they continue." The U.N. also ur 
Canadian legal system and its inal 
violations. They stated that there w 
available to the Lubicon Band" with 


To date an estimated $7 billion i 
ed from Lubicon lands. (Start cou 
You'll reach seven billion in 222 | 
the fact that our government has 


Lubicon Chief Bernard Ominayak continues to keep 
up contacts world-wide for the Lubicon struggle. 
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e reversed with monetary compen- 
ment. 


incial government officials con- 
rd of the Lubicon people, suffered 
fficials considered the epidemic to 
g, poor socio-economic conditions 


d at asmall Little Buffalo grave site 
den cross, that for some, progress 
is this that has been most deeply 
7. Chief Bernard Ominayak of the 
en we lose somebody there’s noth- 
ere it hurts." 


vestigation, the United Nations 


these resources with the Lubicon Cree. Lubicon reserve lands, 
promised by the Federal Government over 50 years ago, have yet 
to be established. Legitimizing this expropriation is a Canadian 
judicial system stating that government and industry ^would suf- 
fer large and significant damages if injunctive relief in any forms 
sought by the applicants were granted." The Alberta Court of 
Appeal ruled that “on balance of convenience, the harm done to 
the respondents [government and industry] would far outweigh 
any harm done to the appellant [Lubicon]." These statements 
were made despite evidence of a complete culture breakdown for 
the Lubicon. 


On October 12, 1988, after waiting 49 years for a promised 
reserve and having exhausted all judicial means, the Lubicon 
Cree declared themselves a sovereign nation. At 1:00 p.m. on 


rights and 16 square miles with surface rights only. This con- 
formed to the treaty 8 formula which specified 128 acres per 
native. It was also determined that the Federal Government is 
responsible for compensation since they had failed to establish a 
reserve. To date this agreement has still not been ratified. 


The Lubicon people have not given up and they have received 
support from people and organizations around the world. 


The provincial government has leased almost all Lubicon 
forests to the transnational giant Daishowa. The Daishowa plant 
has a projected consumption rate of 1,000 metric tons of pulp 
per day which requires the dumping of 29,000 kg of suspended 
solids into the Peace River. Fearing massive clearcuts, a small, 
Canada-wide Lubicon support group has been successfully orga- 
nizing a boycott of Daishowa products. 


tated that the activities of govern- lano le dentale Now a gas company, Unocal Canada, is to begin processing SARE 
: : : from across Canada and Europe waited and watched as young s È : - 

uted a violation of Article 27. à s ; <n sour gas less than three kilometres from the designated Lubicon change 
" SE a and old, both native and non-native, stood facing the RCMP. dos "d 

ly participate in the cultural life of ES E settlement. The plant requires no sulphur recovery system nor an 

ie arts and to share in scientific Some time — early ae ao 20, RCMP tactical ^ emergency response plan in the event of a pipeline rupture. juty 
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tion of Human Rights “so long as 
jo uncovered inadequacies in the 
s inability to correct human rights 
ere were “no effective remedies . . . 
within the Canadian Legal system. 


lion in resources have been extract- 
t counting one dollar per second. 
222 years.) This continues despite 
t has never negotiated the use of 


command, helicopters thundered overhead as orders were shout- 
ed to dismantle or face arrest. The checkpoints were torn down 
and twenty-seven people were arrested, including a 71 year-old 
grandmother, a 14 year-old boy and two Quakers. 


Immediately after the arrests Premier Don Getty contacted the 
Lubicon and arranged for a meeting in Grimshaw on October 22. 
This has since been called the Grimshaw Summit. The summit 
proved to be a major turning point for the Lubicon. It was to 
provide 79 square miles of land with surface and sub-surface 


forced under these conditions" says Chief Bernard Ominayak. 
When I asked what he would say to the reader he replied 
"Take the time to understand people whether they're white or 
native . . . study the situation . . . and take it from there." 
He adds ^We are people and we consider ourselves human and 
from that perspective other people need to understand what is 
really happening." 4 


Robert Hempel, Jr. is a student at the University of Alberta. 
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Celebrating Diversity in Canada 


BY MARJORIE BENCZ 


anada has been described as a 

mosaic country because of the 

diversity of people who call it 
home. According to an Angus Reid sur- 


festival, 6000 volunteers make the 
event possible. 


The Alberta Heritage Day Act says 
that Alberta is a province settled and 
inhabited by many different peoples, 
whose diversity gives a depth and rich- 
ness to life here. 


This helps as we live side by side in har- 
mony underneath the Canadian Flag.” 
Grace Scheetz of the Edmonton 
Heritage Festival describes her thoughts 
on celebrating diversity. “When we 
come together as Canadians, we are 


Although most discussions concern- 
ing culture talk about differences and 
prejudices, 95% of us believe that you 


Premier Ralph Klein has said, can be proud to be a Canadian and be 


vey: 82% of Canadians live in neigh- 
bourhoods with some or many people 
of different backgrounds - 40% have 
family members with different ethnic 
or racial backgrounds - 73% have 
friends they see regularly who are eth- 
nically different. 

The word prejudice means to ^pre- 
judge" or to decide before knowing the 
facts. Prejudice is often a negative atti- 
tude toward a particular group because 
of differences. Discrimination is acting 
out that prejudice and limiting the 
rights or opportunities of others. Since 
some prejudices come from a natural 
fear of strangers, one recommended 
method to reduce prejudices and dis- 
crimination is to get to know people 
from other cultures and social groups. 


In 1974, the Government of Alberta 


" Alberta is a 
province that 
values diversi- 
ty" and that 
" Alberta is 
enhanced by 
our diversity 
and we must 
work towards 
sharing those 
things that 
make us 
different". 

In 1976, 
twelve pavil- 
ions were set up 
in Edmonton's 
Hawrelak Park 
to become the 


proud of your ancestry at the same 
time. The vast majority believe that 
Canadians share many values and 
think that more should be done to 
emphasize our commonalities. We 
must celebrate our diversity. 


EDMONTON HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
The Edmonton Heritage Festival is 
the world's largest celebration of mul- 
ticulturalism. Fifty pavilions represent 
over sixty cultures from around the 
world. Experience wonderful food, cul- 
ture, entertainment, arts and crafts, 
and authentic costumes all on one 
site. The Festival takes place at 
Hawrelak Park on Saturday, August 5 
(2 - 9 p.m.), Sunday, August 6 (10 a.m. 
- 9 p.m.), and Monday, August 7 
(10 a.m. - 9 p.m.). Edmonton Transit 


able to recognize all that we have in 
common, despite our different back- 
grounds. It also gives us an opportunity xz lI P T. 
sai : Festival is free; however, everyone is 
to share our differences, so that we are ° 


encouraged to bring food donations 
. able to understand one another better. fosiidmontania Fond Renkuitsens 
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first Edmonton Heritage Festival. From 
this humble beginning, the Festival is 
now made up of fifty pavilions repre- 
senting the people and cultures of six 
continents. Within the pavilions and _ 


offers shuttle service from ten 


declared the first Monday in August a m" 
: i Edmonton locations. Admission to the 


holiday as “Alberta Heritage Day”. 
Since then, most of the other provinces 
in Canada have followed suit. 
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Y ave you ever thought about 
your culture?" 


When David asks this question he is 
often answered with a blank stare. It's the 
same stare he would have had, at one 
point in his life. 

When someone mentions the word 
culture, most of us think of colourful 
dances and exotic foods, or strange lan- 
guages or rituals. But most of culture is 
more subtle and harder to label. It is a 
way of looking at the world, of interpret- 
ing the things which we experience. 
Usually we adopt our parents' and com- 
munity's culture without even realizing it. 


What happened to David and to thou- 
sands of others like him is that his par- 
ents and community had a different way 
of interpreting the world than he intu- 
itively did. David is an Ojibway. He was 
adopted into a white middle class family 
when he was only four years old, after 
having already spent two years in eigh- 
teen different foster homes and institu- 
tions. His adoptive family was loving and 


five ) DOM hat 


of his childhood with them was positive, - 


but when he thinks about growing up 
most of his memories are of the bad 
things that happened. Not only was he 
in endless trouble for one thing or anoth- 
er, each time something happened he 
would berate himself for not living up to 
the standards which others seemed to 
find so easy. 

As he grew older, drugs and alcohol 
provided a safe refuge. He found a differ- 
ent community with standard which 
were easy to meet, and many good- 
hearted people who accepted him, even 
with his problems. He was able to hold 
down a job and when his girlfriend got 
pregnant he did the right thing and got 
married. Life seemed to be rolling along 
just fine. But David knew things weren't 


Bigway Foods 
585-3000 


Gas Bar 
585-2498 


Maskwachees Mall 
585-2600 


Alcol 


“just fine,” and so, with his pregnant 
wife in tow he fled his life in Ontario 
and moved to Edmonton. In 
Edmonton, it was easier to hide the 
truth from the people who cared, 
from their questions, from the lies 
and uneasy facades. 


But, while it may have kept his con- 
science at bay, the move couldn’t separate 
David from his problems. His marriage 
collapsed, he spent his nights drinking, 
and his days making enough money to 
support his nights. 

Then he fell in love. It was an impor- 
tant development, but the habits of a life- 
time don’t change overnight. It took a 
few years for 
Sue to reach 
her limits, 
and for ; 
David to real- “4 MN ir 
ize that if he g i 
didn't shape 
up, he would 
lose her, too. 
So he started 
O 1A 


olics 


goin 


Anonymous. 
At first he 
needed 15 to 
20 meetings 
a week to 
keep free of 
his addic- 
tion, but 
with help he was finally able to cope 
without the bottle. The next step, 
though, was even harder. David had to 
deal with why he had been using the bot- 
tle in the first place. 

At about the same time, David started 
working as a counsellor at a school for 
native students. For the first time he had 
a chance to look at native culture up 
close. There were classes about culture 


and there were ceremonies that were as 
much a part of life as sports. 


This was all very interesting, but it 
wasn't until David went to his first sweat 
lodge that he really felt that this might 
have something to do with him. 
Entering the small wooden building 
with other members of the school staff 
David was afraid. He wasn’t sure what 
was going to happen or how he was 
going to deal with it when it did. A 
sweat lodge cer- 
emony has four 
parts to it. 
When the first 
part was over 
and a breath of 
cool air entered, 
David thought 
he had done it. 


He had sur 


sank when the 
curtain closed 
and the ceremo- 
ny continued. 
When he was 
really through 
he felt very dif- 
ferently. “It was 
the most content I've ever felt. I felt a 
sense of wellness. For once I felt that I 
belonged and I knew that everything 
was going to be OK." 

That first sweat lodge experience was 
over ten years ago. Since then David has 
grown from patient to healer himself. 
Through his work and schooling, as well 
as his own experience, David recognized 
the need of many native people to under- 
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The tribal owned business wish to salute, singing wolfe on his endeavors 
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to raise money for suicide prevention for native youth across Canada. 


May the great spirit guide your step on your long journey. 


| 1t5 time well spent says Kevi 
pent says Kevin, one of 
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stand that 
being an abo- 
riginal doesn't 
mean one 
needs a 
trapline or a 
teepee. He also 
knew that, being an aboriginal, most 
native people with problems needed a dif- 
ferent approach than traditional 
European/American psychology had to 
offer. In 1992 he and a few other like- 
minded therapists, including his wife Sue 
- yes, they have lived happily ever after - 
started the Aboriginal Consulting Services 
Association. Their method of treatment is 
based on the medicine wheel and the 
four aspects of self, mental, emotional, 
physical and spiritual. They believe in 
dealing with the whole person and 
respecting the integrity of their clients. 
Most therapy takes place in the clients' 
homes and they decide which issues they 
wish to tackle. As Sue says "They know 
what needs fixing. We just carry the tools 
to help them do it." "Sometimes; just 
spending time in the client's home makes 
says David 


ccrte: Nori ori 


It easier 
SMS. oe i 
David's past clients. He credits much of 
his recovery to the fact that David was 
always there. He was always there to sup- 
port Kevin's attempts, to offer options 
and to applaud and recognize successes. 

There is an old adage which goes: 
"There are two things we can give our 
children. One is roots, the other, wings." 
Too many of Canada's native people 
have no roots. David believes most 
native people share an intuitive under- 
standing of the world around them 
which is unique to aboriginal culture but 
makes them feel like an outsider in their 
own country. In helping people to recog- 
nize and appreciate their culture, David 
hopes to help them find their roots so 
they can learn to fly. + 
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FACTORY DIRECT 


Check out 
FACTORY 
DIRECT’S SPAS 
before you get 

into hot water. 


1502 _MERIDIAN RD. NE 


(corner of Barlow Tr. & 16 Ave. NE) 


STORE HOURS: 


Mon-Fri 10:00 am - 8:00 pm = 


Sat 10:00 am - 5:00 pm _ 


Sun 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Tel: 273-4928 + Fax: 273-4746 


Chicago Jce's 


> EST enjoy 


the comfort 
of using your 
own Spa. 
socializing and 


or therapy, there is 
nothing like having 
your own Spa. 


e Calgary's only 
Spa Manufacturer 
e Guaranteed fait 
pricing policy 
* No commission sales staff 
* Free Spa water testing 


{Minvite all our customers 
to tour our state-of-the-art 
Factory and then try out our 
finished S pas. 


Please don't forget to bring 
your bathing suits. 


PIZZA & PUB 


11405 - 95 St., Edmonton 


For FAST FREE DELIVERY 
or PICK-UP Call: 


419-4040 


Edmonton’s Only Chicago-Style Pizza 


ALL-DAY DELIVERY 


Free Delivery within a 5 km Radius with food orders over $10.00 
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the summer movie fare ( 


BY DEANNA DOUGLAS 


ent to say about Michael Crichton’s latest 

movie, CONGO, don't be surprised. 
Whenever a film is released with such a unique 
combination of plot and character elements, its 
producers should expect nothing less. The 
resulting list of strengths and weaknesses will 
earn the praise of some and tempt others to go 
back to the ticket booth and ask for a refund. 


È f everyone you talk to has something differ- 


Strengths? CONGO has a sense of adventure 
that takes us away from the currently trendy 
urban jungle and back to the real thing; the 
heart of Africa. It boasts some nice shots of the 
forest as well as an 
exploding volcano and 
some rather ugly apes. 
The strongest charac- 
ter is black, which isn’t 
something you see 
everyday, and is well 
acted by Ghostbusters” 
Ernie Hudson. And the 
mixture of suspense 
and over-the-top 
stereotypes takes the 


them out too much 
along the way. 

As for the weakness- 
es, all you need to do 
is look at the strengths 
from a slightly differ- 
ent perspective. This 
is, ultimately, a formu- 
la picture, sticking to the road well-travelled 
with Indiana Jones and countless adventurers 
before him. And although it’s not bad to look 
at, the view is certainly not worth eight dollars, 
just by itself. The people? Well, we have a 
greedy American executive, a tough female sci- 
entist, a sensitive male scientist, a slippery East 
European, and a smart jack-of-all-trades tour 


guide. No new territory discovered here, and 
some of them are such stock characters it’s hard 
to know whether the makers of CONGO were 
trying to make a drama or a comedy. 


Should you go? Well, that depends. As is the 
case with most summer movies, CONGO is 
meant to entertain you. If that is the kind of 
film you like, I suggest that you listen to the 
comments of your friends, co-workers, and per- 
haps even the critics this season. You certainly 
won't agree with everything you hear, but lis- 
tening to what someone liked or didn’t like in a 
movie can often tell you a lot more about 
chances of enjoying it than whether they gave 
it thumbs up or down. 


CONGO's weaknesses left me unable to give 
it a strong recommendation. But, if after read- 
ing about them, you discover that they aren't 
the kind of flaws that bother you, and the 
strong points sound like something you might 
enjoy, give it a try. 

Happy hunting - I'll be back next month 
with a look at another blockbuster hopeful. 4 
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| indian tribe (4) 

3  Nolonger light (4) 

6 Popular clothing for aerobics (5) 
10 Old-fashioned anaesthetic (5) 


il Persian coats are 
made of these (4,5) 


12 Accurate (8) 

13 Shows people in (5) 

16 Cave dweller (4) 

17 Study of handwriting (10) 


20 Fed to queen bees only (5,5) 


21 Phil of Chords of Fame 
album (4) 


23 Drinks enthusiastically, ie beer (5) 


25 Laziness (8) 


29 Strippers make money 
doing this (6,3) 


30 Half-man, half-goat (5) 


31 Not here (5) 
32 Low-lying cloud (4) 
33 Hairless (4) 


HEY BENDER 


WHAT MORE 
CAN WE SAY 
R 


This week I ate 
\ King, Kentucky 


Rate Per Hour: 
do yard work and landscaping $7.00 
do all sorts of spring cleaning $6.00 - $7.50 


can assist you in your $7.00 - $14.00 
SPARE home renovation projects 
CHANGE can help you move $8.00 
- do a variety of tasks, just ask!!! $6.00 and up 
è For reliable skilled and non-skilled help, 


CALL 424-4385 


Bissell Centre’s Casual 
Labour Office 


(We are a non-profit agency, hence we do not accept any referral fees 
from employers or workers. The minimum duration of work (or pay) is 3 hours) 
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o for some 
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YES Il! we Do Windows 


Answers to June Crossword #17 


| | Not play fair (5) | TE 7 
2 Study of human races (9) G| 
4 Symbolic illustrations (10) ES 
5 summer as PM 4) r 
6 Bus driver's cry at E 

end of route (4,4) AIR] 
7 Scold (5) | N 
8  Too(4) VIE 
9 Straight as an (5) E] T) 
14 Figurines made from BIS 


Puzzle l8answers will be 
published in the August issue 
of Spare Change. 


dried fruit (5,5) » 
15 Optics is the study of them (4) 
16 Groundsheet (4) 
18 Big live band, playing together (9) 
I9 Grace (8) 
22 Feeling (5) 
24 Equine (5) 
26 To rip into small pieces (5) 
27 Short death notice (4) 
28 Salve (4) 
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t was five minutes before midnight on 
June 7th when the TV news showed 
the people, candles held high, march- 

ing in front of the old court house build- 

ing that had been the home of Edmon- 
ton's Boyle Street Community Coop for 
nine years. The reporter said they were 
protesting the loss of their building. 

"No," I thought, "I just came from 
there. It was not so much a protest march 
as a candlelit walk around the block to 
show respect for and to bid farewell to a 
place which had been very important in 
the lives of many area 
residents." For some, the 
Co-op was a place to 
hang out during the day 
time, for others it was 
where they had com- 
pleted their education 
or used any number 
of other services or 
received vital 
counselling. 

At midnight the 
keys were handed in 
and the building left 
to be demolished to 
make way for a new 
concert hall. 

The building is going 
down but the Co-op is 
going on. “We will be 
open tomorrow as 
usual," Hope Hunter, 
the director, told the 
crowd. “But now we 
will be everywhere. Drop-in will be above 
Family Drugs, we will be on 105 St. at the 
community league and by Borden Park.” 
Unfortunately, they were unable to find a 
suitable building to accommodate every- 
thing under one roof. 

“Every move is painful. This move 
will be the most painful. We've seen peo- 
ple change their lives here,” said Mary 
Burley who's been with the Co-op for 
23 years and has weathered three moves. 


| Have a hard time getting your copy of Spare Change? 


Ing the 


t. Co-op 


(Re Bie, Se EE A et. 


INNER CITY TRADITION STRUGGLES TO FIND NEW 
HOME AS IT MAKES WAY FOR CONCERT HALL 


Robert Garner was angry 
“It’s about time all of 
those politically correct 
people started getting 
down here on the street 
for a dose of the real 
world which the vast 
majority of us inhabit.” 


DU M Noy. 


Volunteer co-ordinator, Gloria, said, 
"When we moved in here some people 
wouldn't come because of the old city 
jail cells in the basement. There will be 
some who won't move with us now. 


For many of the regulars who use the 
Co-op Drop-In and other services the 
move is difficult. In a world where there 
is too much change, the Co-op offered 
one constant. Poverty, addictions or 
poor health make it difficult to main- 
tain continuity in life. Welfare cutoffs, 
lost or stolen cheques, changes in rela- 
tionships and separa- 
tions, untimely deaths 
are all part of unsettled 
life. When you have very 
little, any loss can be 
overwhelming. There is 
no reserve. Day to day 
requires a tremendous 


f energy Living 


amount í 


on the edge of nothing is 
always precarious. 


On the final evening at 
the old courthouse, 
everyone was given inter- 
twined black and yellow 
ribbons to wear, black for 
mourning, yellow for 
hope. "It's a sad day,” said 
director Hunter. "We've 
tried to make it fun." 

A group of native drum- 
mers played and sang for 
a small round dance. At 
first people were reluctant 
to get up but gradually 
more and more joined in until the room 
was filled with circles of dancers. 


After the last dance, dedicated to 
the staff and volunteers, everyone was 
given a candle, and holding the candles 
high followed the drummers around 
the block. We lit up sparklers and 
Mary Burley gave a final word of 
encouragement, "This is not the end, 
it’s a new beginning." <% 
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Mary Burley, Co-op 23 year veteran (centre), volunteers Dorie 
Ann and Craig wear the black and yellow ribbons. 


ta 


Michelle (white blouse on left) and family came down for the 
closing ceremonies. “I feel lost,” she said. 


j Just $30 a year will get you all 12 issues of 
the newspaper. YES, | want to subscribe. 
I am enclosing $30 (cheque or money order) 


for my 12 issues. 
Mail to: Spare Change | 
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| Spare Change is a street newspaper, sold 
on the street for the benefit of the street 
vendors. Due to demand, however, we want 
to offer subscriptions by mail as well. Vendors 
will still benefit from subscriptions. Of your 
$30 subscription, $10.60 goes toward mailing 
costs, $7.40 goes to printing and production, 
and of the remaining amount, $6 goes directly 


10527-96 Street | to the vendors who sell you your subscrip- 
Edmonton, AB T | tion and the other $6 goes to the vendors 
T5H 2H6 a abc | who mail you your copies. 
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